
Dear [Insert Name],
Nearly five years have passed since Hurricane Katrina ravaged New Orleans and flooded 80% of the city. The massive destruction from Hurricane Katrina remains widespread even today, as tens of thousands of families are still displaced from the city due to the lack of affordable housing. 

Nonprofit organizations have played a pivotal role in the region’s recovery, providing not only immediate assistance after the disaster but also ongoing support to meet the long-term needs of affected communities. Recently I had the privilege of volunteering with Rebuilding Together New Orleans (RTNO), a leader in community development that has repaired more homes than other nonprofit in the city. Since 1988, RTNO has renovated over 1,000 homes of low-income elderly and disabled homeowners, generating over 
$40 million in total investment value for the city. 

The need for safe, affordable housing is still a top priority to achieve a sustainable and equitable recovery of New Orleans. After having the opportunity to work on the ground with RTNO, I can attest that they are achieving measurable success in revitalizing communities and rebuilding homes of the city’s most vulnerable demographic. Their average client is 72 years of age, receives an annual income of only $14,500, and has lived in a FEMA trailer for longer than one year. With support from RTNO, as well as volunteers and sponsors throughout the nation, these homeowners are able to return to their long-time neighborhoods and maintain the cultural vibrancy unique to New Orleans. My volunteer experience with RTNO showed me that a can-do spirit, coupled with the enthusiasm and expertise of their staff, can have a direct impact on underserved families who are still struggling to return home. 

Despite RTNO’s tremendous success, their work in New Orleans is far from finished. With federal and state funding resources nearly depleted, local families are increasingly relying on nonprofit organizations such as RTNO to complete home repairs and reclaim their pre-Katrina lives. To respond to the community’s pressing housing needs, RTNO aims to rebuild at least 200 homes this year. Become a part of this movement! 

Please consider making a contribution (of any size) to support this valuable organization. 90% of your donation will go directly into the construction costs of rebuilding the homes of elderly and disabled homeowners. Here is an idea of how your money will directly help RTNO fulfill their mission: 

$200: Paint a House

$100: Hire a Plumber

$75:   Install a Sink

$50:   Build a Fence

$30:   Supply Brushes and Rollers

To offer your some context, RTNO repairs homes with a variety of workscopes that can run anywhere from $5,000 to more than $75,000 per house. As a nonprofit organization, RTNO must fundraise for every dollar through grants, corporate sponsorships, and individual donations. Here’s an outline of the scale of their projects: 
Small Rebuild ($5,000) ( Minor home repair such as installing handicap access ramp

Mid-size Rebuild ($25,000) ( Moderate home repair with some professional services 

Large-scale Rebuild ($75,000 and over) ( Extensive renovation with full professional services
If you want to learn more about volunteering with RTNO, I would be more than happy to talk with you about my experience. For any additional questions about the organization, feel free to contact Liana McGowan at lmcgowan@prcno.org or (504) 636-3075. 

Please visit www.rtno.org to make an online donation, or make checks payable to Rebuilding Together New Orleans, 923 Tchoupitoulas St., New Orleans, LA 70130. Thank you in advance for your support!

Best wishes,
[Insert your name and contact info]

